
  

The Family, Part 04 
Communication: The Key to a Successful Family Life 

by Bishop & Pastor Keith & Deborah Butler | Bible Study Notes | Ministered 7/26/2020 

Introduction Summary 
 The family is God’s idea.  The ability to communicate effectively is what will 
cause your family life to grow stronger and cause it to be everything God created it to 
be.  It will also help you in all your relationships as you apply the principles set forth 
in these lessons.   In part three of this family series, we covered steps 1-5 for 
effective communication.  In this lesson we will cover steps 6-14.   

I. Remember what you did (Luke 6:42). 
A. Instead of focusing on other people’s issues, focus on your own issues. 
B. We are not the judge.  God is the judge. 
C. Decide to be what God created you to be. 
D. This is the only context in which you remember what you did. 
E. If you have sinned, repent before God and He will forgive you and forget 

about it; you should forget about it too (1 John 1:9). 

II. Always forgive as God has forgiven you (Mat. 18:21-35). 
A. Having a forgiving heart is mainly for you, to keep you in God’s will. 
B. Patience and compassion are vital.  Always forgive. 
C. Follow Jesus’ command (Mat. 5:44). 
D. Testimony:  In the beginning of this ministry we were buying our first 

church building. We were short a large amount of money. My assistant 
pastor decided to leave to start his own church.  That had huge negative 
implications, as it would potentially cause the congregation to split.  We 
were very upset, but we never said a word about it to anyone.  Eventually, 
the Lord told me to receive an offering for him, take it to him and tell him 
I love him.  Although I really didn’t want to, I obeyed God and did it 
anyway.  When we got down to the last day to close transaction on the 
building, God did an outstanding miracle and provided the money we 
needed.  The Lord said to me, “If you had not obeyed me there (where the 
assistant pastor was concerned), I could not have done this miracle here.”  

E. Even when we slip, God helps us (Psa. 94:17-18). 

III. Build up with words; make a pathway for agreement (Eph. 4:29). 
A. Corrupt means worthless. 
B. Grace in this verse means benefit.  Your words should benefit the hearer. 

  



C. Control your facial expressions when dealing with children. 
D. It starts with perfect communication with God. 
E. Positive words help others. 

1. Many people need encouragement to carry on. 
2. Others don’t need any encouragement from anybody.   
3. Most men need praise from their wife on a regular basis. 

F. Call those things that are not as though they were, if you have to (Tit. 
2:7-8). 

G. The right words spoken in due season are very good (Pro. 15:23). 
H. Pick your fights.  Most things are not worth it.   

IV. Protect your reputation. Find out what God says about it, before you speak. 
(Pro. 14:15).  

V. Live holy to uphold God’s reputation (1 Pet. 1:15).  

VI. Be content with what you have (Mar. 4:19).     
A. There’s always someone that has more than what you have. 
B. Lust causes your speech to become negative. 
C. A content heart thanks God for all blessings. 

VII. Both parties must learn to submit (1 Pet. 3:1). 
A. Many women have authoritative positions in the workplace.  However, the 

home is not the place for a married woman to take authority. 
B. A meek and quiet spirit is priceless, in God’s eyes. 
C. Husbands should study their wives to know how to effectively 

communicate with her. 

VIII. Love your children (Mat. 18:10). 

IX. Mind your own business (1 Pet. 4:15). 
A. Stay out of your adult children’s affairs. 
B. People will avoid communicating with you because they may feel you are 

in their business too much. 

Closing Summary 
The family has been under attack for a while now.  Having successful 

relationships is the way to counter the attack on the family.  Effective communication 
is one of the things that will not only aid in building up the family, but in building up 
your relationships in your work, business, friendships and any other relationship you 
have as you follow God’s plan for your life.  Living according to God’s Word will cause 
the world to see that God’s way is the best way to live. 

  


