
  

The Cause of the Curse 
by Bishop Keith Butler | Bible Study Notes | Ministered Sun. 5/17/2020 

Text:  Prov 26:2 

Introduction Summary 
Why does this COVID19 pandemic exists today?  First, we’re going to look to the 
Scripture, because everything that happens is a result of what happens spiritually, 
first. We will discuss what is vital to keeping God’s blessing on us and avoiding satan’s 
curse (Deu. 28).  In Mat. 24:4-8, Jesus said at the end of the church age plagues would 
come, but do not be troubled.  He called it the beginning of sorrows (pangs of 
childbirth).  Let’s look at the cause of this curse. 

I. There are certain things, in particular, that will bring about these curses. 

A. Disobeying the commands of God in general.  Deu. 28:15.  

B. Disobeying God’s specific commands regarding Israel. 

II. God gave the Land of Israel to Abraham and his descendants (Gen. 12:3). 

A. From Abram will come a great nation (Gen 13:14-17). 

B. God created a land covenant with defined borders (1 Chron 16: 13-18; 
Gen 15:18-21; Exo 23:31-33). 

C. A land called “Palestine“ did not exist.  

D. Abraham is the first to be called Hebrew in Gen 14:13.  

III. Attempts to divide Israel will result in huge consequences (Ezk. 48:14, 29)! 

A. God reinforces that the covenant is forever (Gen 17:1-8, 15-21).  

B. God specifically declared no peace deals. 

C. God commands Israel not to give the land away (Exo 23:32,33). 

D. Ezk 48:14, 29. The Biblical heartland of Israel--Judea and Samaria--is not 
to be part of an Arab State.  Leaders and nations will experience 
enormous consequences who attempt to divide her! 



E. Even after the diaspora, there have always been Jews on this land.  In 
1892 61.9% of Jerusalem population was Jewish. 

F. Every world power that has attempted to control the land of Israel has 
experienced negative judgement. 

G. The Jews have a 3,700-year history with the land of Israel and more than 
3,000-year history with Jerusalem as its capital. 

H. Everything in the Bible is connected to the Jewish people, the land of 
Israel and the city of Jerusalem (Zec. 12:9; Joel 3:1,2). 

I. Pray that Jerusalem not be divided (Psa. 122:6).  

IV. There is a cost for dividing the land (Zec. 12:3, 9). 

A. The world’s leaders are accountable for “dividing the land God gave to 
Abraham and his descendants.” And as a result, the curse comes!  
Jerusalem will become a burden to the world.  

B. Plagues will increase in size and intensity. Tsunamis, hurricanes and 
cyclones will also increase. 

C. Fear will run rampant, nations will not know what to do, and great 
deceptions will rule the day. (Mat 24:7, 11; 1 Tim 4:1; Luke 21:25,26).  

V. The Middle East Peace Process has not brought peace. 

A. The Middle East peace process has not brought peace to Israel. But it has 
empowered the terror organizations. 

B. Israel’s problems are now the world’s problems. This is a judgment 
against the nations who have pressured Israel into a flawed peace 
process (Joel 3:2). 

VI. United States Presidents and the International Community 

A. USA Presidents and UN Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338  
call on Israel to give back land they had obtained in The 6-Day War.   

B. Despite good intentions, American presidents and the international 
community are accountable for four breakages of God’s command. 

1. They’ve divided the land God gave to Abraham, and his 
descendants. 

2. They’ve promoted a peace plan that puts Israel in indefensible 
borders. 

3. They’ve interfered with God’s plan of having Jews move home to 
Israel.  

4. They’ve participated in the eviction of Jews from their homes in 
Israel. 



VII. United States Presidents 

A. Richard Nixon: His Secretary of State Rogers proposed that Israel 
withdraw from the West Bank to 1967 borders.  His 2nd Secretary of 
State, Henry Kissinger, is responsible for the drafting and approval of UN 
Resolution 338. It was all stopped by Watergate. 

B. Jimmy Carter and The Camp David Accords: 

1. He mediated between Anwar Sadat (Egypt) and Menachem Begin 
(Israel) negotiations to return back to 1967 boarders and a 
formula for Palestinian self-government in Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

2. The result was the Iran Hostage Crisis, Hurricane Hugo, a 
category-4 hurricane, devastated South and North Carolina. 
Stagflation battered the US economy. 

C. Ronald Reagan: His peace plan was a land for peace formula laid out in 
UN Resolution 242. The effort ended with the Iran-Contra Affair. 

D. George H. W. Bush:  He co-sponsored The Madrid Conference with 
Russia Oct. 1991. His Secretary of State Baker threatened to freeze $10 
billion in loan guarantees in Israel if they did not join the talks.  They 
pursued a freeze on settlement construction. 

1. In the Spring of 1991, Bush went from the highest approval rating 
(92%) in history and to being defeated for re-election in 1992. 

2. His co-sponsor Mikhail Gorbachev survived an attempted coup.  
Less than eight weeks from the beginning of the conference, the 
Soviet Union collapsed on Dec. 25, and he resigned as president. 

E. Bill Clinton: Feb 18-25, 1993 Secretary of State Christopher visits eight 
Middle East countries and reiterates the US commitment to the peace 
process. 

1. While on his way back to DC, the US was hit with the largest 
terror event at that time.  On Feb. 26, an ACR bomb exploded 
underneath the World Trade Center in New York. It ripped through 
three floors of concrete, killed six people and injured more than 
1,000 people.   

2. March 12-15, 1993 Secretary of State Christopher places a 
comprehensive settlement based upon UN Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338.  

3. Two days after that, the storm called The Storm of the Century, 
began and battered the Eastern United States for four days with 
tornadoes, high winds, record low pressure and heavy snow.  It 
affected 26 states and 100 million people.   



4. Crazy things happened, like, six inches of snow fell in Florida. 
Every airport on the East Coast was closed at one time or other 
for the first time.  

5. In 1993 The Great Midwest Flood occurred with $21 billion in 
damage- 50,000 homes destroyed and there were 38 deaths.  

As the heartland of Israel was being negotiated, the heartland of America was being 
destroyed. 

F. George W. Bush:  Then CIA Director Tenet met with Israel and 
Palestinian leaders June 5, 2001.  

1. The US was hit with tropical storm Allison. Major damage. 
  
2. Sept 11, 2001 the World Trade Center, aircraft attack against the 

Pentagon also killing nearly 3,000 people.  

3. 17 days before this Secretary of State Powell and US Ambassador 
to Israel, Daniel Kurtzer, in cooperation with the Saudi’s, was 
working on the most comprehensive plan ever to be offered about 
Israel ‘s covenant land by an American president. Powell was to 
present this to the United Nations on Sept 24, 2001. 

4. Nov 12, 2001 America Airlines flight 587 exploded in route to the 
Dominican Republic with 255 people on board.  

5. Throughout 2002, tornadoes ravaged cities, wildfires hit states.  

6. Oct 2-31, 2002, Washington is paralyzed by the DC sniper, the first 
shooting was within 24 hours of the Bush decision to not move the 
DC Embassy to Jerusalem despite a congressional vote to do so.  

7. Feb 1, 2003, the space shuttle Columbia explodes over Texas.  US 
astronauts and the first Israeli astronaut die.  

8. May 4, Secretary Powell committed to Syria a Middle East Peace 
Plan that would include the Golan Heights. That same day, a 
deadly swarm of 83 tornadoes ripped through Kansas, Missouri, 
Arkansas and Tennessee, killing 83 people and caused extreme 
damage.  

9. On Sat., May 10, and Sun., May 11, Powell had a meeting with 
Israel Prime Minister Sharon and Palestinian leader Abbas. During 
the first eleven days of May, there were 412 tornadoes. The most 
observed since record keeping began in the 1950’s. It was the 
costliest in US history, at that time.  

10. On Aug. 23-29, Hurricane Katrina devastated Louisiana and 
Mississippi.  



11. From Aug. 26-Oct 26, 2005, Israel’s land was being negotiated and 
divided.  Once again, as the land and people of Israel were being 
pressured, the land of the US was being devastated. 

12. On Aug. 15, thousands of Israeli Defense Force soldiers began to 
deliver eviction notices to Israel settlers in the Gaza strip and 
northern Samaria who had lived there for 35 years. Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice said “Israel will be expected to make 
further concessions that would lead to an independent Palestinian 
state.” 225,000 homes were destroyed.  

13. The Great Recession of 2008 hits the US and Prime Minister Sharon 
has a stroke.  

G. Barack Obama:  According to an ABC news article Oct 28, 2011, Obama 
declared 229 disasters in the first three years of his presidency, more 
than almost any other president signed in their full terms.  Only 
president George W. Bush declared more having signed 238 disaster 
declarations in his second term, from 2005 to 2009.  

1. Like other presidents, he applied pressure to Israel to give up land 
for peace. But, like Reagan, Obama did not put forward a 
blockbuster peace plan (unlike, Carter, G. W. Bush and G. H.W. 
Bush). 

2. Although, like the rest, floods, tornadoes, fires occurred.   

3. According to a blog post by Matt Mayer, May 11, 2016, entitled 
“Will Obama’s luck with natural disasters continue?” sums it up. It 
reads, Obama has not had to deal with a major earthquake or 
hurricane.  

H. Donald Trump: You could argue that Trump has been the most pro-Israel 
president in US History. 

1. He moved the US Embassy to Jerusalem, acknowledged Israel’s 
right to the Golan Heights, and cut funding to organizations that 
fund terrorists against Israel. 

  
2. But the scriptures still say that the land must not be divided. His 

administration began to put together a major peace initiative 
dubbed The Deal of the Century or The Peace to Prosperity 
Initiative. The team of Jarred Kushner, Jason Greenblatt and Dina 
Powell make a major push for Israel’s land.   

3. August 20-31, 2017, Hurricane Harvey develops into a category-4 
record-setting catastrophe and it’s Trump’s first national disaster 
as president.  



4. On Wednesday, Aug. 23, the day Jared Kushner, Jason Greenblatt 
and Dina Powell arrive in Jerusalem, after three and a half days of 
non-  

activity, Hurricane Harvey quickly became a tropical storm.  
Within 48 hours it became a major record setting category-4 
hurricane. It produced record rain totals over south and east 
Texas for five days. It was the first major hurricane to hit the US 
since Hurricane Wilma in 2005. It is said to be A Once in 500 Years 
Storm.  Houston, South and East Texas has been hit hard. 

a. A resident of Houston, TX, President George H.W. Bush 
began the land for peace process in Israel on Oct. 30, 1991.  

b. The two-state plan was birthed by a Dallas resident, 
George W. Bush on June 24, 2002.  

c. Houston, Texas has experienced more record setting floods 
in the past 26 years than any other city in America.  

5. On Jan. 28, 2020, the full plan was released. In it, a Palestinian 
capital is placed in Abu dis, a neighborhood on the outskirts of 
Jerusalem. The new map of the two states would double the size 
of the land that the Palestinians currently control.  

  
6. After which, a novel coronavirus hits the USA, causing 33 million 

to be unemployed.  

7. Until this point, God’s blessings had produced the greatest 
economic uplift in 50 years with the lowest unemployment rate, 
producing millions of jobs, all to be wiped out in a few weeks, 
now producing the worse economy since the great depression.   

8. All the economic gains this country received in the last ten years 
were wiped out in less than eight weeks.  

9. We are now at depression level unemployment and the economy is 
almost collapsed.   

We don’t have time to discuss what happened to the Israel prime ministers who 
gave away land. They’ve suffered strokes, assassinations, prison etc. 

VIII.It is vitally important that we pray for the president, governors, mayors, 
police, everyone in authority. Party doesn’t matter.  It’s what they do about the 
Bible that matters.  Pray that their eyes can be open to do things God’s way 
and we can have peace.  (1 Tim. 2:1-4). 

Closing Summary 
It’s all because the Bible is true. You decide whether you want the blessing or the 
curse.  Whether you’re in the White House or your own house, choose the Bible way, 
that both you and your descendants may live to love God and serve Him freely (Deut. 



30:19-20). Real peace will only come to Israel when Jesus sets up His millennial 
kingdom.


