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Text: 1 Cor 14:29 

Opening Summary 
Prophecy is a gift God has given to the body of Christ.  He wants every believer 

to prophesy for the edification, exhortation and comfort of the listeners. However, 
the ability to prophesy doesn’t make you a prophet.  In this study, we will walk 
through 1 Corinthians 12, 13 and 14 to bring clarity to the difference between 
prophecy and the office of the prophet.  In these chapters, Paul gives instructions on 
how to cooperate with the gifts of the Spirit in the public assembly.  When operating 
according to the Scripture, the gift of prophecy will inspire Christians to live a life of 
love and victory. 

I. Prophecy is a divinely inspired utterance in a known tongue.  
A. Prophecy is for edification, exhortation and comfort (1 Cor. 14:2; 1 John 2:20).  
B. A prophet is a ministry office (Eph. 4:11; 1 Cor. 12:28).  

II. Paul speaks about tongues and the rules that govern prophecy (1 Cor. 14:40). 
A. The theme is to build others up. 
B. Any Spirit filled believer may be used to prophesy (Acts 2:16, 18; 21:9, 10).  
C. God wants you to prophesy (1 Cor. 14:24, 1, 39; 1 Thes. 5:19-20). 
D. 1 Cor. 12, 13 and 14 are connected. 
E. In 1 Cor. 12, Spiritual means movements, operations, anointings, 

demonstrations of the Holy Ghost (John 14:15-18).   
1. This is the context of chapters 12, 13 and 14. 
2. Keep this letter to the Corinthians in context: These are letters to the 

church answering their questions as to how flow with the gifts of the Spirit. 

III.1 Cor. 12:1-31:  Administrations means ministries (1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11). 
A. Operations means effects and workings. God’s purpose is to make you profit. 
B. The gifts of the Spirit are given as God wills, not as man wills (1 Cor. 12:18). 
C. Christians must understand assignment. 
D. You should want the strongest gifts: The excellent way is love (1 Cor. 12:31). 

IV.1 Cor 13:1-13:  Love never drops away. Prophecy eventually passes away.  
A. We prophesy in part (1 Cor. 13:9). 
B. We prophesy with a slither of understanding, in the public assembly. 
C. Perfect means complete; it’s what is in heaven. 
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D. 1 Cor. 13:13:  Now, while we’re on earth, we have faith, hope and love. 
E. The largest of all is the love of God. 

V. 1 Cor. 14:1:  Follow love and desire to prophesy. 
A. 1 Cor. 14:3:  This is what comes from prophecy motivated by love. 
B. 1 Cor. 14:4:  Paul makes a difference between prophecy and praying in tongues. 

1. When you speak in tongues, you build yourself up. 
2. When you prophesy, you build up the people who hear you.  
3. Prophecy is to be judged in light of Scripture (14:29). 

VI.1 Cor. 14:5:  Paul is not diminishing tongues. 

VII.1 Cor. 14:6-11:  Paul distinguishes between tongues and prophecy in the public 
assembly.  I allow prophecy in my church as long as there is order (14:29-30). 

VIII.1 Cor. 14:12:  This should be your motive for prophesying in the public assembly. 
A. They had a problem with people showing out, and not listening to leadership. 
B. 1 Cor. 4:14-16:  Follow the one who trained and developed you. 

1. I have sons that follow everyone except the one who developed them.  
2. The general gives specific orders, because there is a specific thing he wants 

done. 
3. There’s no reward for following your own way. 
4. 1 Cor. 4:17-20:  Paul was showing them the way he taught them. 

IX.1 Cor. 14:13:  Everyone who prays in tongues can ask God for the interpretation. 
A. That was vital to starting my ministry.  I spent time praying in tongues and God 

gave me the interpretation. That’s when I got specific instructions from the 
Holy Ghost.  He told me where to go and when to go.  Faith begins when you 
know God’s will. 

B. I told my wife.  After she prayed, the Holy Spirit told her to go with me and to 
never again question the direction He gives me.  She hasn’t questioned me 
since.  That is why Word of Faith exists today.  

X. 1 Cor. 14:14-18:  You can bless with tongues.  You can give thanks in tongues.   

XI.There is coming a move of the Spirit of God; there is coming a flow of the Holy 
Ghost that will hit the entire world.  To flow with the Holy Ghost, you need to know 
the order of the Holy Ghost and cooperate with that flow.   

XII.2021 is the year of winning and victory:  In order for you to experience that, you 
must cooperate with those words by applying faith to them.    

Closing Summary 
With this background, you will be able to distinguish between what a prophet 

is, what is error and what is correct.  Finally, we need to know how spiritual things 
work so that the Holy Ghost can flow through us, meet the needs of the people, and 
build up the body of Christ. 
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